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Principal’s Note 

We have gotten off to a fine start this new school year.  Two new teachers have joined our staff: 
Ms. Nancy Chun, middle school social studies, and Ms. Nicole Bevacqua, high school math.  Ms. 
Tiffany Hughes is our new behaviorist.  Fifteen new paraprofessionals were welcomed as they join 
our staff.  
 
We have expanded our CBI (Community Based Instruction) Program to two afternoons a week on 
Wednesdays and Fridays.  We will still go out on inclement weather days.  Please have your son or 
daughter dressed accordingly on those days. 

 
Our congratulations to Dr. Mark Raum, one of our physical therapists, on being awarded the 2019 
Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) Environmental Awareness Challenge Grant.  He has 
been invited to check presentation ceremony on Monday, October 28, 2019 at 10 AM at Bergen 
Community College.  
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Upcoming Events 
 
9/25 at 9:30am SBJC Board Meeting, 
Conference Room of SBJC Board Office 
 
9/26 at 5:45pm Back to School Night 
 
10/14 School Closed 
 
10/18 School Closed for students; 
Professional Development for staff  
 
 
Reminders 
 
Please return all New School Year 
forms. You can find the digital version 
of all forms on our website under the 
For Families tab. 
 
Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram 
and Twitter. 
 
Student Spotlight 

 
Meet Natalia 
We’re proud to announce Natalia for 
our Student Spotlight of September 
2019. This student has gone out of her 
way to assist teachers when possible, 
along with brightening up the mood to 
those around her. Natalia has been 
captain of  the SBJC STEAM Team for 
two years, is also the editor and 
designer for the principal's newsletter. 

  SBJC Partners with No Barriers 
and Felician University 

 
The South Bergen Jointure Commission is excited to announce its 
partnership with No Barriers USA, a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to fully unleash the potential of the human spirit.  

Erik Weihenmayer, Co-Founder of No Barriers USA and the first blind 
person to climb Mt. Everest, stirred the crowd of SBJC faculty and 
parents as the keynote speaker of our 2019-2020 New School Year 
Faculty Convocation at Felician University. Weihenmayer shared his story 
of how he uses adversity to his advantage, and how those in the No 
Barriers family have turned their challenges into extraordinary 
accomplishments. His moving story is the spark that has set in motion a 
partnership between No Barriers USA, Felician University, and the SBJC.  

We know educating students with Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
Behavioral Disorders, and Multiple Disabilities requires specialized 
training. If we do not teach our students how to mitigate the symptoms 
of their disability, we do little to improve their quality of life. The majority 
of differently abled adults still require assistance in day-to-day activities 
and are unable to hold employment or complete their schooling. With 
our district’s commitment to adopting the No Barriers mindset, we will 
provide our students with the tools necessary to unlock their potential. 

 
SBJC Seeks to Improve with Middle States Accreditation 
 
The Middle States Association is an accrediting commission that works with schools and universities throughout the 
world. Schools who seek accreditation through Middle States are making a commitment that they will better 
themselves, that they will make improvements to their schools and their district, and that they will involve all members 
of the district’s community in this process. It begins with a self-study, where data is collected from surveys completed 
by you and by our students’ parents. This data is then used to analyze everything from our district’s mission to the 
services we provide, and from this information members of the SBJC develop a plan that seeks to better our 
organization and increase our student achievement. At the end of this self-study process, and after our plan for growth 
and improvement has been created, a Middle States Visiting Team made up of educators comes to our district to 
review our program and its goals.  
 
We need your help! Please complete the Middle States Parent Survey and provide us with the feedback we need to 
improve: Go online and visit bit.ly/SBJCParentsSurvey. 
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